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Grace and Peace

info provided by the congregation of Grace & Peace

When you live in the South, you take a few 
things for granted. You assume that iced 
tea is going to be sweet —  really sweet. You 
know school will be closed at the first sign of 
a snowflake. And odds are good that when 
Sunday morning rolls around, you’re rolling 
out of bed and getting ready for church. 

Of course, the South being what it is, you might 
think of church as a place you go, as a building 
where people gather and pretend they’ve got it 
all together. And no self-respecting Southerner 

would be complete without a healthy dose of 
moralism, right? Don’t drink, don’t chew, don’t 
go with boys or girls who do... It’s not bad 
advice.

Problem is, this sort of rule-keeping is what 
has too often marked religion, especially here 
in the Bible Belt. Not that rules are bad — they 
just have little to do with an actual relationship 
with our actual God. 

It’s against this backdrop that Grace & Peace 
invites everyone to “rest in the gospel,” rather 
than keeping a subconscious tally of good 
works done vs. rules broken. The gospel 
message frees us to rest in the works of Jesus, 
rather than in our own efforts and good 
deeds. 

Church planter Brian Howard refers to the 
church’s mission statement, saying: “Grace & 
Peace exists as a people belonging to God, 
loving God and loving our neighbors by using 
His gifts for the flourishing of our community 
and our world. We are witnesses to, and the 
embodiment of, the world-renewing gospel of 
Jesus.”

In other words, Grace & Peace is a church 
—  the people themselves, not the building 
in which they meet — where people will find 
opportunities to worship and weep, to learn 

and to share, to serve and be served... all 
through an ancient truth called the Gospel. 
And while parts of it look a lot like what most 
Southerners think of when they hear “church,” 
other parts look a whole lot different. 

For starters, Grace & Peace doesn’t have a 
steeple, organ or pews. As the church body 
has grown, we’ve met in a Bosnian-owned 
restaurant, then in the fellowship hall of State 
Street Baptist Church, Bowling Green’s oldest 
African-American congregation. And just this 
month, after outgrowing the space State Street 
had to offer, we’ve moved our services to the 
Carroll Knicely Conference Center at the South 
Campus of Western Kentucky University. 

“Moving to the Knicely Center is the next 
logical step in our growth as a church,” Howard 
says. “We’ve always said that people are more 
important than buildings, and meeting at the 

Knicely Center 
(WKU South Campus)

Admit it: YoU’re tired. 
From coming and going, from waking and working. 
tired of performing, and tired of not measuring up. 
But there’s a better way — it’s called the gospel,
and it might not be what you’d expect. 

We invite you to join us as we explore the Freedom and reSt 
that comes with a deeper understanding of God and his Word. 
Whether you’re on the move or on your last legs, we think
you’ll be relieved to find that life’s not about working harder or 
being better, but about being loved — truly loved, by the one 
who knows you best. We’re not perfect, and we don’t have it 
all figured out. But we’re slowly being refreshed, renewed and 
reborn. So come rest with us... God knows you probably need it.

Grace & Peace exists as a people belonging to God, loving 
God and loving our neighbors by using His gifts for the flourishing 
of our community and our world. We are witnesses to, and the 
embodiment of, the world-renewing gospel of Jesus.

Visit Grace & Peace at 10 a.m. Sundays at the Knicely Center 
(WKU South Campus) beginning march 20. Nursery care will be
provided for kids through age 5, children’s time for 12 and under.

For more information, visit GracePeaceBG.com
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Knicely Center allows us to have the space 
we need in a great location, but without the 
hassles and hangups that come with owning 
a building.”

Just think: Instead of various members 
spending their time mowing a big lawn, 
changing light bulbs and fixing plumbing, 
these men and women are freed up to simply 
enjoy worship — yes, enjoy — and focus on 
the needs of those in the congregation and in 
the community.  That’s a focus central to Grace 
& Peace, which strives to be an active and 
relevant contributor to Bowling Green and the 
surrounding area. 

A typical Grace & Peace Sunday starts at 10 a.m. 
with coffee and snacks, with worship beginning 
at 10:30 a.m. This begins with hymns, played in 
a folk style and often reimagined with more 
casual, modern music. The rich lyrics of these 
songs set the mood for an encounter with the 
living God. 

“The message of the gospel stirs us to sing with 
wonder, and a hope that what is true of God 
would become increasingly beautiful —  and 
believable — to us,” Howard says.

Biblical teaching follows, as Howard unpacks 
scripture honestly and genuinely.

“Christian worship is more than a momentary 
feeling of comfort,” he says. “The God we 
worship doesn’t ask us to overcome the 
realities of our lives through avoidance. 
Instead, he meets us right in the middle of 
our doubts and fears and brokenness, just as 
much as he does in our joy and celebrations.”

The short version is this: We live in an imperfect 
world. And we fit right in, because we’re often 
pretty messed up ourselves. But the God that 
created us loves us, warts and all, and offers 
hope in the midst of the madness. It’s that 
honest admission that drives Grace & Peace, 
a place where people are free to struggle, 
rather than struggling to be free. 

Nursery is provided for children from birth 
to preschool age; children’s time is offered 
for those kindergarten to second grade. 
Otherwise, there are small groups that meet 
throughout the week, and plenty of time left to 
engage in relationships and endeavors around 
the community. By avoiding a full schedule of 
“churchy” activities, we aim to be freed up to 
be the church — to be salt and light needed in 
our community. 

Submitted by the congregation of Grace & 
Peace
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Find a special peace of mind in knowing, 
as your loved ones are experiencing the pain  

and grief of their loss, you have taken 
away the burden and pressure of those immediate 

details and decisions, letting them know you 
are there to comfort them even then.

270-843-3111
832 Broadway, Bowling Green, KY 

820 Lovers Lane, Bowling Green, KY
www.jckirbyandson.com

J. C. Kirby & Son offers all aspects of prearrangement, monuments, 
grave sites & complete funeral preparation at one location.


